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MINUTES OF THE CONFERNECE CALL OF THE BUREAU OF THE SUBSIDIARY BODY
ON SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVICE (SBSTTA)

Participating: Ms. Senka Barudanovic (Boshia and Herzegovina) Q. HendricksorfCanada), Mr.
Alexander Shestakov (Russian Federation), Ms. @b@®bermayr (Austria), Mr. Ignatius Makumba
(Zambia), Ms. Larissa M. Lima Costa (Brazil; only 88 January 2012)), Mr. Floyd Homer (Trinidad
and Tobago; only on 11 January 2012), and Mr. Makyeng (Cambodia; only on 11 January 2012).
Mr. David Cooper (Secretary). Ms. Nenenteiti TelaRkiatu (Kiribati; because of the time difference,
David Cooper established contacts with her prightoconference calls and her comments were
transmitted to the Bureau by the Chair). It waspustsible to connect with Mr. Maadjou Bah (Guinée),
on 11 January 2012 and he was not available oy 2012 due to prior commitments.

1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda.

1. The Chair of SBSTTA, Ms. Senka Barudanovic, fronsiia and Herzegovina, opened the meeting
at 9:15 am (Montreal time) on Wednesday 11th JanUdre first session of the meeting continued to
10.45. A resumed session was held from 9.00 — 18h80n Wednesday 18th January. At each session,
the Chair welcomed the Bureau Members and Bureambdes agreed on the agenda for each session.
This minute consolidates the outcomes of the dsgoos in both sessions. Bureau members were
encouraged to send written inputs if they couldpaoticipate in particular sessions or if they had
additional points to raise.

2. Provisional Agendafor SBSTTA-16

2. A draft provisional agenda had been presented ®T3B\-15 (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/15/16).
SBSTTA took note of the draft noting the need wude an additional item, on the review of the draf
Capacity building Strategy for the Global Taxonomiiative. SBSTTA requested the Executive
Secretary, with the guidance of the SBSTTA Buréadinalize the provisional agenda and make it
available no later than three months before thieenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body.

3. Accordingly, the Secretariat prepared a revisett dgenda, which was the basis for discussions by
the Bureau. The revised agenda presented each afjinda items with more precision, accordingeo th
respective mandates provided by COP. In additlemréview of the draft GTI Capacity building Stgte
was added.
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4. The Bureau Members provided comments for improtegwording of some agenda items and a
revised agenda was agreed upon.

3. Duration of the SBSTTA-16 meeting

5. Given the heavy agenda of SBSTTA-16, the Chairthadecretariat proposed to hold the final
plenary in the morning of Saturday 5 May 2012, riden to give more time on the Thursday and Friday
for discussions in the working groups and in thetact groups, as appropriate. The Bureau discubsed
pros and cons of this proposal at the two sessibtige teleconference, and some Bureau members made
informal consultations within their region betwedép two sessions. It was noted that the cost
implications of the extended SBSTTA session wodddatively minor provided that there were not
additional night sessions and given that many déésgwould be staying on for WGRI-4, or otherwise
leaving in the afternoon or evening of SaturdayNadly.

6. At the second session, the Bureau Members agraeththmeeting of SBSTTA-16 would include
the Saturday morning plenary and therefore be fneid 30 April to 05 May 2012. The Bureau Members
noted that this should not be seen as a precedefuitfire sessions and emphasized that there vatillld
need to be efficient use of time in order to cortgtae work.

4. Annotated Provisional Agendafor SBSTTA-16 and Organization of Work

7. The Secretariat prepared an annotated agendastartsiith the revised draft agenda, and this used
as the basis for discussions by the Bureau. ThedBukembers made a number of suggestions to
improve the text of the annotated provisional agefthere were many discussions on the organization
work, i.e.:

» Most items should be considered in working grous r@ot in plenary given the large number of
items;

» It was agreed that the in-depth review of the paoane of work on island biodiversity would be
held on Monday afternoon 30 April 2012;

» It was agreed that agenda item 3 (Ways and meangptove the effectiveness of the SBSTTA
in light of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2D2020 and issues, modalities and options for
collaboration with the IPBES) should be discusseglenary and that a Plenary on Thursday
morning should be held to discuss the CRP docuometiiat same agenda item and to consider
progress reports emanating from the Working Groups.

8. With these changes in mind, the Secretariat wasdaekfinalize the annotated provisional agenda
and make it available as soon as possible.

9. There was a preliminary discussion on the needdatact group meetings. The Bureau Members
considered that contact group meetings will be eadddr agenda items 3 (Ways and means to improve
the effectiveness of the SBSTTA in light of theaBtgic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and issues,
modalities and options for collaboration with tRRBES), agenda item 6 (Marine and coastal
biodiversity), agenda item 7.1 (REDD+), and ageitefa 7.3 (Geo-engineering), Bureau members also
acknowledged that there may be calls for informsduksions also on agenda items 5 (Island
biodiversity) and 11 (Biofuels and biodiversity).

5. Preparation of documentsfor SBSTTA-16

10. The Secretariat briefed the Bureau Members osc¢hedule for preparation for documents
indicating that advance versions or drafts for peeiew will be made available wherever possiblé an
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appropriate. The Secretariat would keep Bureau reesrdippraised of the status of document preparation
on a regular basis.

6. Poster session, side events and possible keynote speaker .

11. It was noted that the theme for Internatidday for Biodiversity in 2012 is marine and coastal
biodiversity and that island biodiversity is thent for in-depth review. It was considered theretbe
the poster session and the keynote speaker gifliécided to have one) should relate to this thiame
some way. It was also considered that side evbhatgelate to the items on the agenda should be
encouraged.

7. Issues, modalities and optionsfor collaboration between SBSTTA and | PBES.

12. There was a preliminary discussion on the prejmaratf the pre-session document for item 3 of
the agenda. Noting that the COP-10 and SBSTTA-GGested the Executive Secretary to prepare this
document in collaboration with the SBSTTA Buredng Members of the SBSTTA Bureau provided
some preliminary views on the issues that shoulddvered in the pre-session documents. Bureau
members noted that the document should cover isswmalities and options for collaboration It was
also highlighted that the role of SBSTTA as setinwrticle 25 of the Convention gives a major
responsibility to SBSTTA for preparing scientifissessments. It was agreed that the Secretariatiwoul
prepare an outline of the points needed to be gé&salin this document and that further discussions
this topic would take place at another SBSTTA Buredeconference call. Further discussions, pdor t
finalization of this document, would also take @aat the face-to-face SBSTTA Bureau Meeting in
February 2012 in Montréal, and at other times pOdBBSTTA-16.

8. Organization of aface-to-face meeting of the SBSTTA Bureau.

13. The Government of Canada confirmed that fundsheilprovided for a face-to-face SBSTTA
Bureau meeting to be held in Montréal. The datektaf. 17 February 2012 were chosen and the
Secretariat would look into the possibility of amat face-to-face SBSTTA Bureau meeting prior to
SBSTTA-16, i.e. either in Vilm or in Sarajevo. TEBBSTTA Bureau Members expressed their
appreciation to Horst Korn for the invitation latned to attend the European preparatory meetinglin V
in March 2012. The possibility to also host a SBA&ureau in Sarajevo, Bosnia, prior to SBSTTA-
16.meeting will also be looked into, with possihlading from Japan. The SBSTTA Bureau members
also thanked the Governments of Canada and Jap#refosupport.

9. Closure of the meeting.
14. The Chair thanked the Bureau for their participaiinthe teleconference. The Secretariat also

thanked the Bureau, acknowledging that for the Bumembers who could not attend this conference
call, they would be properly briefed.



